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(a) Access shilll be granted to the union for the purposes of organizing 
Eligible Employees, provided that such organizing activity shall not interfere 
with patronage of the casino or related facility or with the normal work 
routine of the Eligible Employees and shall be done on non-work time in 
non-work areas that are designated as employee break rooms or locker 
rooms that are not open to the public. The tribe may require the union and 
or union organizers to be subject to the same licensing rules applied to 
individuals or entities with similar levels of access to the casino or related 
facility, provided that such licensing shall not be unreasonable, 
discriminatory, or designed to impede access. 

(b) The Tribe, in its discretion, may also designate additional 
. voluntary access to the Union in such areas as employee parking lots and 
non-Casino facilities located on tribal lands. 

(c) In determining whether organizing activities potentially interfere 
with normal tribal work routines, the union's activities shall not be permitted 
if the Tribal Labor Panel determines that they compromise the operation of 
the casino: 

(1) security and surveillance systems throughout the casino, and 
reservation; 

(2) access limitations designed to ensure security; 
(3) internal controls designed to ensure security; 
(4) other systems designed to protect the integrity of the tribe's 

gaming operations, tribal property and/or safety of casino personnel, patrons, 
employees or tribal members, residents, guests or invitees. 

(d) The tribe shall provide to the union, upon a thirty percent (30%) 
showing of interest to the Tribal Labor Panel, an election eligibility list 
containing the full first and last name of the Eligible Employees within the 
sought after bargaining unit and the Eligible Employees ' last known address 
within ten (10) working days. Nothing herein shall preclude a tribe from 
voluntarily providing an election eligibility list at an earlier point of a union 
organlzmg campaIgn. 

(e) The tribe agrees to facilitate the dissemination of information 
from the union to Eligible Employees at the tribal casino by allowing 
posters, leaflets and other written materials to be posted in non-public 
employee break areas where the tribe already posts announcements 
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pertaining to Eligible Employees. Actual posting of such posters, notices, 
and other materials, shall be by employees desiring to post such materials. 

Section 9: Indian preference explicitly permitted 

Nothing herein shall preclude the tribe from giving Indian 
preference in employment, promotion, seniority, lay-offs or retention to 
members of any federally recognized Indian tribe or shall in any way affect 
the tribe's right to follow tribal law, ordinances, personnel policies or the 
tribe's customs or traditions regarding Indian preference in employment, 
promotion, seniority, lay-offs or retention. Moreover, in the event of a 
conflict between tribal law, tribal ordinance or the tribe's customs and 
traditions regarding Indian preference and this Ordinance, the tribal law, 
tribal ordinance or the tribe's customs and traditions shall govern. 

Section 10: Secret ballot elections required 

(a) Dated and signed authorized cards from thirty percent (30%) or 
more of the Eligible Employees within the bargaining unit verified by the 
elections officer will result in a secret ballot election to be held within 30 
days from presentation to the elections officer. 

(b) The election shall be conducted by the election officer. The 
election officer shall be a member of the Tribal Labor Panel chosen pursuant 
to the dispute resolution provisions herein. All questions concerning 
representation of the tribe and/or Employer's Eligible Employees by a labor 
organization shall be resolved by the election officer. The election officer 
shall be chosen upon ·notification by the labor organization to the tribe of its 
intention to present authorization cards, and the same election officer shall 
preside thereafter for all proceedings under the request for recognition; 
provided however that if the election officer resigns, dies or is incapacitated 
for any other reason from performing the functions of this office, a substitute 
election officer shall be selected in accordat)ce with the dispute resolution 
provisions herein. 

(c) The election officer shall certify the labor organization as the 
exclusive collective bargaining representative of a unit of employees if the 
labor organization has received the majority of votes by employees voting in 
a secret ballot election that the election officer determines to have been 
conducted fairly. If the election officer determines that the election was 

--------------........... 
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conducted unfairly due to misconduct by the tribe andlor employer or union, 
the election officer may order a re-run election. If the election officer 
determines that there was the commission of serious Unfair Labor Practices 
by the tribe that interfere with the election process and preclude the holding 
of a fair election, and the labor organization is able to demonstrate that it had 
the support of a majority of the employees in the unit at any point before or 
during the course of the tribe's misconduct, the election officer shall certify 
the labor organization. 

(d) The tribe or the union may appeal any decision rendered after 
the date of the election by the election officer to a three (3) member panel of 
the Tribal Labor Panel mutually chosen by both parties. 

(e) A union which loses an election and has exhausted all dispute 
remedies related to the election may not invoke any provisions of this labor 
ordinance at that particular casino or related facility until one year after the 
election was lost. 

Section 11: Collective bargaining impasse 

Upon recognition, the tribe and the union will negotiate in 
good faith for a collective bargaining agreement covering bargaining unit 
employees represented by the union. If collective bargaining negotiations 
result in impasse, and the matter has not been resolved by the tribal forum 
procedures sets forth in Section 13 (b) governing resolution of impasse 
within sixty (60) working days or such other time as mutually agreed to by 
the parties, the union shall have the right to strike. Strike-related picketing 
shall not be conducted on Indian lands as defined in 25 U.S.C. Sec. 2703 (4). 

Section 12: Decertification of bargaining agent 

(a) The filing of a petition signed by thirty percent (30%) or more 
of the Eligible Employees in a bargaining unit seeking the decertification of 
a certified union, will result in a secret ballot election to be held 30 days 
from the presentation of the petition. 

(b) The election shall be conducted by an election officer. The 
election officer shall be a member of the Tribal Labor Panel chosen pursuant 
to the dispute resolution provisions herein. All questions concerning the 
decertification of the labor organization shall be resolved by an election 
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officer. The election officer shall be chosen upon notification to the tribe 
and the union of the intent of the employees to present a decertification 
petition, and the same election officer shall preside thereafter for all 
proceedings under the request for decertification; provided however that if 
the election officer resigns, dies or is incapacitated for any other reason from 
performing the functions of this office, a substitute election officer shall be 
selected in accordance with the dispute resolution provisions herein. 

(c) The election officer shall order the labor organization 
decertified as the exclusive collective bargaining representative if a majority 
of the employees voting in a secret ballot election that the election officer 
determines to have been conducted fairly vote to decertify the labor 
organization. If the election officer determines that the election was 
conducted unfairly due to misconduct by the tribe and/or employer or the 
union the election officer may order a re-run election or dismiss the 
decertification petition. 

(d) A decertification proceeding may not begin until one (1) year 
after the certification of a labor union if there is no collective bargaining 
agreement. Where there is a collective bargaining agreement, a 
decertification petition may only be filed no more than 90 days and no less 
than 60 days prior to the expiration of a collective bargaining agreement. A 
decertification petition may be filed anytime after the expiration of a 
collective bargaining agreement. 

(e) The tribe or the union may appeal any decision rendered after 
the date of the election by the election officer to a three (3) member panel of 
the Tribal Labor Panel mutually chosen by both parties. 

Section 13: Binding dispute resolution mechanism 

(a) All issues shall be resolved exclusively through the binding 
dispute resolution mechanisms herein, with the exception of a collective 
bargaining negotiation impasse, which shall only go through the first level of 
binding dispute resolution. 

(b) The first level of binding dispute resolution for all matters 
related to organizing, election procedures, alleged unfair labor. practices, and 
discharge of Eligible Employees shall be an appeal to a designated tribal 
forum such as a Tribal Council, Business Committee, or Grievance Board. 
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(I) Each member of the Tribal Labor Panel shall have relevant 
experience in federal labor law and/or federal Indian law with preference 
given to those with experience in both. Names of individuals may be 
provided by such sources as, but not limited to, Indian Dispute Services, 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, and the American Academy of 
Arbitrators. 

(2) Unless either party objects, one arbitrator from the Tribal 
Labor Panel will render a binding decision on the dispute under the 
Ordinance. If either party objects, the dispute will be decided by a three­
member panel of the Tribal Labor Panel, which will render a binding 
decision. In the event there is one arbitrator, five (5) Tribal Labor Panel 
names shall be submitted to the parties and each party may strike no more 
that two (2) names. In the event there is a three (3) member panel, seven (7) 
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strike the first name. The arbitrator will generally follow the American 
Arbitration Association's procedural rules relating to labor dispute 
resolution. The arbitrator or panel must render a written, binding decision 
that complies in all respects with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

(d) Under the third level of binding dispute resolution, either party 
may seek a motion to compel arbitration or a motion to confirm an 
arbitration award in Tribal Court, which may be appealed to federal court. If 
the Tribal Court does not render its decision within 90 days, or in the event 
there is no Tribal Court, the matter may proceed directly to federal court. In 
the event the federal court declines jurisdiction, the tribe agrees to a limited 
waiver of its sovereign immunity for the sole purpose of compelling 
arbitration or confirming an arbitration award issued pursuant to the 
Ordinance in the appropriate state superior court. The parties are free to put 
at issue whether or not the arbitration award exceeds the authority of the 
Tribal Labor Panel. 


