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MINUTES OF JUNE 28, 2012 
COMMISSION MEETING 

 
 
OPEN SESSION 
 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Chairperson Stephanie Shimazu called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m., and 
asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 
2. Roll Call of Commissioners. 

 
Roll Call of Commissioners was taken, with Chairperson Stephanie Shimazu and 
Commissioners Tiffany Conklin, Lauren Hammond and Richard Schuetz present. 
 

3. Approval of Commission Meeting Minutes for: 
 May 31, 2012 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Hammond, seconded by Commissioner Conklin and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and 
Commissioners Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission 
approved the meeting minutes for May 31, 2012. 

 
4. Request for Approval of Transfer of Ownership Interest (Pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 19824(c) and 19892): 
A. Palace Poker Casino, LLC: Palace Poker Casino, LLC 

       Estate of Katherine Bousson (Transferor) 
        Catherine Aganon, Member (Transferee) 
        Pamela Roberts, Member (Transferee) 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Schuetz, seconded by Commissioner Hammond and 
carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and Commissioners 
Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, and Commissioner Conklin voting no, the 
Commission approved the transfer of ownership from the Estate of Katherine 
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Bousson equally to Catherine Aganon and Pamela Roberts valid through the 
remainder of the licensure period through January 31, 2014. 

 
B. The Bicycle Casino: The Bicycle Casino, L.P. 

         The Robert Gilbert Family Irrevocable Trust, 
          (Transferor) 

        Dominoe Farris-Gilbert, Limited Partner 
    (Transferee) 
   Savannah Farris-Gilbert, Limited Partner   
    (Transferee) 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Hammond, seconded by Commissioner Conklin and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and 
Commissioners Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved 
the transfer of interest held in Robert Gilbert Family Irrevocable Trust to both Dominoe 
Farris-Gilbert and Savannah Farris-Gilbert valid through the remainder of the licensure 
period through April 30, 2013. 

 
5. Approval of Extension of Temporary State Gambling License (Pursuant to Business 

and Professions Code sections 19851, 19852(a) and 19824(f)):  
The Deuce Lounge and Casino: GLCR, Inc. 

       Kyle Kirkland, President, Shareholder 
  Dana Messina, Secretary, Treasurer, Shareholder 
 

(This item was heard after Agenda item 6B.) 
    

6. Applications for Approval of Renewal of State Gambling Licenses (Pursuant to 
Business and Professions Code section 19876): 
A. Mike’s Card Casino:  Michael A. Whiteley, Jr., Sole 

   Proprietor 
 

Comments Received From: 
Michael A. Whiteley, Jr.  
Frances Asuncion, Bureau of Gambling Control 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Hammond, seconded by Commissioner Schuetz and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and 
Commissioners Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission 
approved the renewal state gambling license for the original licensure period through 
March 31, 2014 with the removal of the condition noted below. 
 

 

 



Commission Meeting Minutes of June 28, 2012 

Page 3 of 12 
 

REMOVE CONDITION: 

By May 31, 2012, Mike’s Card Casino must provide evidence to the Bureau and 
Commission that the violations noted by the Bureau of Gambling Control, as outlined 
in the December 7, 2011, Letter of Warning, have been remedied. 
 
B. Napa Valley Casino:  BVK Gaming, Inc. 

Brian Altizer, President, Director, 
  Shareholder 

           Von Altizer, Secretary, Director, Shareholder 
           Keith Miller, CFO, Director, Shareholder 
 

Comments Received From: 
Brian Altizer 
Keith Miller 
Keith Sharp 
Norm Pierce, Bureau of Gambling Control 
Frances Asuncion, Bureau of Gambling Control 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Hammond, seconded by Commissioner Schuetz and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and 
Commissioners Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission 
approved the renewal state gambling license for BVK Gaming, Inc. dba Napa Valley 
Casino, except Keith Miller, for the remainder of the licensure period of July 1, 2012 
through May 31, 2014 with the existing condition and a new condition as follows:  
 
Existing Condition: 
Mr. Keith Miller shall not perform any duties which directly or indirectly involve the 
financial or operational aspects of the Napa Valley Casino.  
 
New Condition:  
Beginning July 1, 2012, and every 90 days thereafter, BVK Gaming, Inc. must 
submit to the California Gambling Control Commission and Bureau of Gambling 
Control, a written update on the status of the litigation between the City of American 
Canyon and BVK Gaming, Inc.  
 
Further, the endorsement of Mr. Keith Miller is extended for a six-month period, 
through December 31, 2012, with the modified condition on Keith Miller’s 
endorsement as noted below: 
 
No later than December 1, 2012, Mr. Keith Miller shall submit to the Bureau of 
Gambling Control and the California Gambling Control Commission a plan for 
resolving his federal and state tax obligations.  In addition, on the 15th of every 
month, beginning July 15, 2012, Mr. Keith Miller will provide monthly updates on the 
status of his efforts to resolve his federal and state tax obligations.   
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 Agenda Item 5: 
    Approval of Extension of Temporary State Gambling License (Pursuant to Business  
    and Professions Code sections 19851, 19852(a) and 19824(f)):  

The Deuce Lounge and Casino: GLCR, Inc. 
       Kyle Kirkland, President, Shareholder 

  Dana Messina, Secretary, Treasurer, Shareholder 
 

Comments Received From: 
Kyle Kirkland 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Schuetz, seconded by Commissioner Hammond and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved to extend the 
temporary state gambling license for the Deuce Lounge and Casino for two months, valid 
through August 31, 2012 with the updated existing conditions noted below: 
 
1. The temporary initial license takes effect on the date that the Commission 

approves the request and expires August 31, 2012.  If more time is needed to 
complete the background process, then the temporary state gambling license 
can be extended for an appropriate amount of time after consultation with the 
Bureau.   

 
2. Issuance of a temporary license does not obligate the Commission to grant a 

permanent license.  Issuance of a temporary license does not create a vested 
right in the holder to either extension of the temporary license or to a regular 
license. 

 
3. Issuance of this temporary license does not in any way change the legal 

requirement that the applicant bears the burden of establishing that he/she is 
suitable pursuant to Business and Professions (B&P) Code section 19856(a) for 
a regular license. 

 
4. Issuance of this temporary license does not change the license qualification 

requirements of the Gambling Control Act, including but not limited to B&P Code 
sections 19856, 19857, 19858, and 19859. 

 
5. The applicant has pending applications for regular state gambling licenses.  A 

regular license may or may not be issued, depending upon the results of the 
complete background investigation and upon the conduct of the applicant and its 
employees during the term of the temporary license. 

 

6. If, during the term of the temporary license, the Executive Director determines 
that any particular applicant is disqualified for any of the reasons set forth in B&P 
Code section 19859, the Executive Director shall prepare an order to show cause 
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why that applicant's temporary license should not be cancelled, which shall be 
considered at the first available noticed Commission meeting.  The applicant may 
address the Commission by way of an oral statement at the noticed Commission 
meeting and/or may submit documents in support of the temporary licensure not 
less than five days prior to the meeting.  The applicant may request an 
evidentiary hearing either in writing not less than five days prior to the meeting or 
at the meeting itself. 

 
7. If, during the term of the temporary license, the Executive Director determines 

that any particular applicant may have violated one or more of the conditions 
under which the temporary license was issued, the Executive Director shall 
prepare an order to show cause why that applicant's temporary license should 
not be cancelled, which shall be considered at the first available noticed 
Commission meeting.  The applicant may address the Commission by way of an 
oral statement at the noticed Commission meeting and/or may submit documents 
in support of the temporary licensure not less than five days prior to the meeting.  
Either in writing not less than five days prior to the meeting or at the meeting 
itself, the applicant may request an evidentiary hearing. 

 
 
7. Request to Surrender State Gambling License (Pursuant to California Code of 

Regulations, Title 4, section 12347): 
Royal Flush Casino:   Adolfo Martinez, Sole Proprietor 
 
No action taken. 
 

8. Request for Approval to Withdraw Application for State Gambling License  (Pursuant 
to Business and Professions Code section 19869 and CCR, Title 4, Section 12047): 
Kelly’s Cardroom:   Gene Cianfichi 
 
Comments Received From: 
Paul Justi 
Norm Pierce, Bureau of Gambling Control 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Schuetz, seconded by Commissioner Conklin and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and 
Commissioners Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission 
approved the request to withdraw without prejudice the state gambling license 
application for Gene Cianfichi. 

 
9. Request for Approval of Additional Permanent Authorized Tables (Pursuant to 

California Code of Regulations, Title 4, section 12359):  
Limelight Cardroom:   Peter Mikacich, Sole Proprietor 
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Comments Received From: 
Barbara Mikacich 
Frances Asuncion, Bureau of Gambling Control 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Hammond, seconded by Commissioner Schuetz and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and 
Commissioners Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission 
approved the increase of 1 additional permanent table for Limelight Cardroom 
resulting in 7 authorized permanent tables. 
 

10. Application for Approval of Initial Key Employee Portable Personal Licenses 
(Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19854):  
Vincent DeFriese 
 
Comments Received From: 
Vincent DeFriese  
Norm Pierce, Bureau of Gambling Control 
 
With concurrence of the Commissioners, this item was continued to a future 
Commission meeting. 
 

11. Application for Approval to Convert Third Party Provider of Proposition Services 
Owner Registration to a License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code 
section 19984 and CCR, Title 4, section 12218): 
Double Banc, LLC:   Double Banc, LLC 

        Terry Ayjian, Member 
         Ivy Chu, Member 
         Leo Chu, Member 

          Taro Ito, Member 
 
Comments Made From: 
Norm Pierce, Bureau of Gambling Control 
Deborah Dunn, Bureau of Gambling Control  
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Hammond, seconded by Commissioner Schuetz and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and 
Commissioners Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission 
approved the conversion application for Double BANC, LLC and its owners, Terry 
Ayjian, Leo Chu, Ivy Chu, and Taro Ito for the licensure period of June 28, 2012 
through June 30, 2014. 
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12. Applications for Approval of Conversion of Third-Party Providers of Proposition 
Player Services /Gambling Business Supervisor/Player Registrations to Licenses 
(Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19984 and CCR, Title 4, 
sections 12218 and 12233): 
A. Banc, LLC: 

 Supervisors:   Timothy Kimoto   Joseph Zeltzer 
B. Certified Network M, Inc.: 

 Player:   David Jen 
C. California Gaming Consultants: 

Supervisor:   Sandy Vongthongkham 
D. Gaming Fund Group, Inc.: 

Player:   Trevor Davidson 
E. PT Gaming, LLC:   

 Players:   Ka Kit Ngai    Lo Saeteurn 
F. Qualified Player Services, LLC:  

 Players:   Sangvane Chittavong  Daniel Deveau  
   Joy Santibouth 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Hammond, seconded by Chairperson Shimazu and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and 
Commissioners Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission 
approved the conversion applications through June 30, 2014. 
 

13. Request for Approval to Withdraw Applications to Convert Third Party Proposition 
Supervisor Registration to a License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code 
section 19984 and CCR, Title 4, section 12218.5): 
A. Acme Player Services, LLC: 
 Supervisors:   Terry Ayjian    Clifton Hall 
     Diego Trinidad 
B. Arise, LLC: 

 Supervisor:   Tou Yang 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Conklin, seconded by Commissioner Hammond and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and 
Commissioners Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission 
approved the request to withdraw the conversion applications without prejudice. 

 
14. Request for Approval to Remove Condition(s) from Key Employee Portable Personal 

License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19824(b)):  
Eric Harris 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Hammond, seconded by Commissioner Conklin and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and 
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Commissioners Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission 
approved the removal of the condition noted below. 
 

REMOVE CONDITION: 

Beginning May 1, 2012, and every 180 days thereafter, Mr. Harris must submit to the 
Commission a written update concerning the issue of civil litigation involving the 
California Employment Development Department (EDD). 

 
With concurrence by the Commissioners, the following items were removed from 
Consent Calendar for consideration in open session.  
 
Item 17 – Applications for Approval of Initial Tribal-State Compact Key Employee 
Findings of Suitability (Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact, section 6.4.4): 
C. Havasu Landing Resort & Casino – Chemehuevi Indian Tribe of the Chemehuevi 

Reservation:  Dawn Jaramillo 
 
Comments Made From: 
Dawn Jaramillo (via telephone) 

 
 Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Schuetz, seconded by Commissioner Hammond and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and 
Commissioners Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission 
approved the Finding of Suitability application for Dawn Jaramillo through May 31, 
2013. 
 

H.  Red Hawk Casino – Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians:  Cheng Saechao  
 
By concurrence of the Commissioners, the Finding of Suitability application was 
continued to a future Commission meeting to enable Mr. Saechao to be present. 

 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS: 
 
15. Application for Approval of Renewal Key Employee Portable Personal License 

(Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19854):   
Oceana Card Room:  Casey McCoy 

 
16. Application for Approval of Renewal of Third Party Providers of Proposition Player 

Services/Gambling Business Supervisor/Player License (Pursuant to California 
CCR,Title 4, sections 12218.8 and 12238): 
CB Certified Bankers, Inc. 

Player:   Rhiannon Huntley 
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17. Applications for Approval of Initial Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Findings of 
Suitability (Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact, section 6.4.4): 
A. Chumash Casino Resort – Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians of the 

Santa Ynez Reservation: 
Diana Worsley   

B. Fantasy Springs Resort Casino – Cabazon Band of Mission Indians: 
Eileen Hernandez Patricia Martinez Craig Packer 
Mark Steffes James Rounsavall  

C. Havasu Landing Resort & Casino – Chemehuevi Indian Tribe of the 
Chemehuevi Reservation: 

Dawn Jaramillo (removed from consent) 
D. Jackson Rancheria Casino & Hotel – Jackson Rancheria Band of Miwuk  

Indians: 
Alisha Cardenas Chad Williams  

E. Morongo Casino Resort & Spa – Morongo Band of Cahuilla Indians of the 
Morongo Reservation: 

Guadalupe Garcia Tammy Matheson Christina Muela 
F. Pala Casino Spa Resort – Pala Band of Mission Indians: 

Linda Aranda Don Bui Adora Burdette 
G. Pechanga Resort & Casino – Pechanga Band of Luiseno Mission Indians of the 

Pechanga Reservation: 
Phillip Guerrero   

H. Red Hawk Casino – Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians: 
Brian Nickelson Cheng Saechao (removed from consent) 

I. San Manuel Indian Bingo and Casino – San Manuel Band of Serrano Mission 
Indians of the San Manuel Reservation: 

Liliana Serrano   
J. Soboba Casino – Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians: 

Pablo Hernandez Marguerite McPherson Maria Valdivia 
K. Thunder Valley Casino Resort – United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn 

Rancheria: 
Nicole Saechin   

L. Win-River Casino – Redding Rancheria: 
Jonathan Riggins   

 
18. Applications for Approval of Renewal Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Findings 

of Suitability (Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact, section 6.4.4): 
A. Agua Caliente Casino Resort Spa – Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians: 

Rey Acacio Todd Bailey Stephen Bendelson 
Jackelyn Cabacungan Ruby Capobianco Veronica Chavira 
Leila Emralino Silvia Falcon Daniel Fleckenstein 
Lillian Garcia Victoria Gomez David Jourdain 
Brett Knyvett Sabrina Layton Jean Musson 
Wallace Phipps Jeannie Priller Larry Scarborough Jr. 
Sunday Silverman Percival Veloro Steven Whitton 
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B. Augustine Casino – Augustine Band of Cahuilla Mission Indians: 
Elizabeth Loredo    Guadalupe Ochoa Billy Ream 

C. Bear River Casino – Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria: 
Michelle Brady    Jeff Richardson  

D. Black Oak Casino – Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of the Tuolumne 
Rancheria: 

Stacey Bernardo    Matthew Maddox Robert McQueary 
John Wilson    Vanessa Woodruff  

E. Blue Lake Casino and Hotel – Blue Lake Rancheria: 
Shari Caldwell   

F. Cache Creek Casino Resort – Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation: 
David Brearley    Robbie Giardino Sengmany Luangrath 
San Saechao    Vidara Sisophon Sam Wong 

G. Chumash Casino Resort – Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians of the 
Santa Ynez Reservation: 

Lori Broder    S. Carol Clearwater Ervin Cruz 
Aubree Frick    John Vinluan  

H. Colusa Casino Resort – Cachil Dehe Band of Wintun Indians of the Colusa 
Indian Community of the Colusa Rancheria: 

Ricardo Cardona    Raquel Ramos  
I. Fantasy Springs Resort Casino – Cabazon Band of Mission Indians: 

Alexandria Bridgeford  Yan Huang  
J. Gold Country Casino & Hotel – Berry Creek Rancheria of Maidu Indians of 

California: 
Brian Boyce   

K. Morongo Casino Resort & Spa – Morongo Band of Cahuilla Indians of the 
Morongo Reservation: 

David Brents     Manuel Canary Jacqueline Esquer 
JoAnna Holden     Andres Reyna  

L. Pala Casino Spa Resort – Pala Band of Mission Indians: 
Robert Garcia Saeed Hashemi Lisa Hong 
Richard Long Kristen Marlow Tom Nguyen 
Crystal Reyes   

M. Red Hawk Casino – Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians: 
Joseph Farrington Jerry Good Lianxay Louangsarath

N. San Manuel Indian Bingo and Casino – San Manuel Band of Serrano Mission 
Indians of the San Manuel Reservation: 

Daniel Im Saithong Intapura Bunnarith Kao 
Robert Key Michael Kohn Justyn Lumel 
Leo Lupinsky Janice Mayorga Eric Mount 
Matthew Mullen Kenny Nguyen Tristar Nguyen 
Judith O’Donnell Emily Pena Jennifer Reckard-Brennan 
Stephanie Short-Smith Christopher Slaven Ruel Soliva 
Julie Soto Lance Splawn Cau Truong 
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O. Sherwood Valley Rancheria Casino – Sherwood Valley Rancheria of Pomo 
Indians of California: 

Joyce Crader   
P. Soboba Casino – Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians: 

Jennie Fischer Shiloh Maddox  
Q. Sycuan Casino & Resort – Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation: 

Juan Baca John Baines Paul Chant 
Enrique Conchas Eduardo Cunanan Steven Erickson 
Jorge Guerrero Tammi Hays Bryan Hunter 
Charmaine Johnson Aaric Ostern Shaun Sotos 
Elthon Stenberg Jr. Daniel Tse  

R. Table Mountain Casino – Table Mountain Rancheria: 
Thomas Cucchiara Vixay Phommachak Jose Rodriguez 
Vong Vang   

S. Tachi Palace Hotel and Casino – Santa Rosa Indian Community of the Santa 
Rosa Rancheria: 

Gary Milligan Noe Noyola Kathleen Mortimer 
Gricelda Perez Shannon Souza Steven Carlos Vita 

T. Thunder Valley Casino Resort – United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn 
Rancheria: 

Greg Cordingley John Gervais Delita Munoz 
Louis Penner Sonexay Vobouxasinh  

U. Valley View Casino & Hotel – San Pasqual Band of Diegueno Mission Indians: 
Daniel Gomez Deanna Marks  

V. Viejas Casino – Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians: 
Lou DiBella Stacia Draper Frederick Garbani 
Stephen Kramer Martha Nguyen Alma Wren 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Schuetz, seconded by Commissioner Hammond and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairperson Shimazu and 
Commissioners Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission 
approved the Consent Calendar items 15 through 18 with the exception of items 
17.C Dawn Jaramillo and 17.H Cheng Saechao, who were removed from consent. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Paul Justi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Commission Meeting Minutes of June 28, 2012 

Page 12 of 12 
 

CLOSED SESSION: 
 

1. Litigation:  (Government Code section 11126(e)): 
A. California Valley Miwok Tribe v. The California Gambling Control 

Commission; San Diego County Superior Court (37-2008-00075326-CU-
CO-CTL). 

B. Candace Cates v. Steve Westly, et al., San Diego County Superior Court 
(GIC 821775). 

C. San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians v. State of California, et al., U.S. Dist. 
Court, S.D. California (06CV0988 LAB AJB). 

D. Pauma Band of Luiseno Mission Indians v. Gambling Control Commission; 
and Arnold Schwarzenegger, U.S. Dist Court S. D. California (09 CV01955 
LAB AJB) 

E. Timothy Eugene Stroud v. California Gambling Control Commission, San 
Luis Obispo  County Superior Court (CV100082). 

F. San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians v. State of California, et al., Los 
Angeles County Superior Court (BC431469) 

G. Bingo Innovations of California, Inc. v. California Gambling Control 
Commission, Sacramento County Superior Court (34-2012-80001139) 

 
 

RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION: 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Chairperson Shimazu adjourned the meeting at 11:50 A.M. 


