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MINUTES OF MARCH 6, 2013 
COMMISSION MEETING 

 
 
OPEN SESSION 
 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Chairman Lopes called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m., and asked everyone to 
stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 
2. Roll Call of Commissioners. 

 
Roll Call of Commissioners was taken, with Chairman Richard Lopes and 
Commissioners Tiffany Conklin, Lauren Hammond and Richard Schuetz present. 

 
3. Approval of Commission Meeting Minutes for:  

January 29, 2014 – Regulation Hearing 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Conklin, seconded by Commissioner Hammond and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved the minutes  
for the January 29, 2014 Regulation Hearing.  
 

4. California Problem Gambling Treatment Services Program, Overview & Update:  
Presenter:  Terri Sue Canale, Chief, Office of Problem Gambling 

   California Department of Public Health 
 
Terri Sue Canale spoke about recent accomplishments by the Office of Problem 
Gambling and presented information regarding recent developments in the treatment 
of problem gambling. No action was taken on this item. 
 

5. Request for A) Purchase Agreement; and, B) Approval of Application for Initial State 
Gambling License (Pursuant to Business and Professions Code sections  19824(c), 
19851,19852); 
A. Ocean’s Eleven Casino: Ocean’s 11 Casino, Inc. 

Haig Kelegian, Sr., (Seller) 
Mark Kelegian, (Seller) 
William Friis, (Buyer) 
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Action:  
 Upon motion of Commissioner Conklin, seconded by Commissioner Hammond and 

unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved the purchase 
agreement between Haig Kelegian, Sr., Mark Kelegian, and William Friis for Ocean’s 
11 Casino, Inc. dba Ocean’s Eleven Casino. 
 
B. Ocean’s Eleven Casino: Ocean’s 11 Casino, Inc. 

William Friis, Shareholder 
 
Action:  
Upon motion of Chairman Lopes, seconded by Commissioner Schuetz and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved the initial  
state gambling license application for William Friis valid through February 28, 2015. 
 

6. Request for A) Approval of Transfer of Shares and B and C) Applications for 
Approval of Initial State Gambling Licenses (Pursuant to Business and Professions 
Code sections 19824(c), 19851 and 19892):  
A. Commerce Casino: California Commerce Casino, Inc. 

Leslie Harris (Transferor) 
Harris Revocable Trust of 1988 (Transferee)  
 

Action:  
Upon motion of Commissioner Hammond, seconded by Commissioner Conklin and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved the request 
to transfer shares in California Commerce Club, Inc. dba Commerce Casino held 
solely by Leslie Harris to the Harris Family Revocable Trust of 1988. 

 
B. Commerce Casino: Harris Revocable Trust of 1988, Shareholder  

    Leslie Harris, Trustee, Settlor, and Beneficiary
    Jeannette Harris, Trustee, Settlor, and  
        Beneficiary 

 
Comments Received From: 
Stacey Luna-Baxter, Bureau of Gambling Control 
 
Action: 
Upon motion of Chairman Lopes, seconded by Commissioner Conklin and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved  
The Harris Revocable Trust of 1988, and Leslie and Jeannette Harris, as Trustees, 
Settlors and Beneficiaries to be endorsed on the state gambling license issued to 
California Commerce Club, Inc., dba Commerce Casino valid through March 31, 
2015 with the following condition: 
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 Leslie and Jeannette Harris must submit a Third-Party Proposition Player   
 Services registration application for the Harris Revocable Trust of 1988   
 within 30 days of the Commission’s approval of trust. 
 
C. Commerce Casino:  Harris Revocable Trust of 1988, Shareholder 

Karen Mohler, Successor Trustee, 
Contingent Beneficiary 

 
Action: 
Upon motion of Commissioner Hammond, seconded by Commissioner Conklin and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved the initial 
state gambling license application for Karen Mohler as Successor Trustee and 
Contingent Beneficiary of the Harris Revocable Trust of 1988 valid through March 
31, 2015. 
 

7. Applications for Approval of Initial Key Employee Portable Personal Licenses 
(Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19854; CCR Title 4, section 
12350):  
A. Hai Du 
 
Action:  
Upon motion of Commissioner Hammond, seconded by Commissioner Conklin and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved the initial key 
employee license application valid through February 29, 2016. 
 
B. Claudine Yassa 
 
Comments Received From: 
Claudine Yassa, via telephone 
Stacey Luna-Baxter, Bureau of Gambling Control 
 
Action:  
Upon motion of Chairman Lopes, seconded by Commissioner Conklin and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved the initial key 
employee license application valid through July 31, 2014. 
 
(Item 8.A. was heard following consideration of the Consent Calendar.) 

 
8. Applications for Approval of Initial Work Permit (Pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 19912): 
A. Empire Sportsmen’s Association:  Jason Ludovico 
 
Comments Received From: 
Elijah Zuniga 
Stacey Luna-Baxter, Bureau of Gambling Control 
Yolanda Morrow, Bureau of Gambling Control 
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Action:  
Upon motion of Commissioner Conklin, seconded by Commissioner Schuetz and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved the initial 
work permit license application valid through January 31, 2015. 
 
B. Merced Poker Room:  Vichai Yang 
 
Action:  
Upon motion of Chairman Lopes, seconded by Commissioner Conklin and carried in 
a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners Conklin and Schuetz 
voting yes, and Commissioner Hammond voting no, the Commission referred the 
initial work permit application to an evidentiary hearing. 
 

9. Applications for Approval of Conversion of Third-Party Providers of Proposition 
Player Services /Gambling Business Supervisor/Player Registrations to Licenses 
(Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19984; CCR, Title 4, sections 
12218 and 12233): 
A. Certified Network M, Inc.: 

   Player:    Brandon Williams 
B. PT Gaming, LLC: 

   Players:    Kai Her  Rachel Sibal 
 
Action:  
Upon motion of Chairman Lopes, seconded by Commissioner Schuetz and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved the 
conversion applications valid through March 31, 2016.  
 

10. Application for Approval of Initial Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Findings of 
Suitability (Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact, section 6.4.4): 
Red Hawk Casino - Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians: 
David Mustard  
 
Comments Received From: 
Stacey Luna-Baxter, Bureau of Gambling Control 
David Mustard 
 
Action:  
Upon motion of Chairman Lopes, seconded by Commissioner Schuetz and  

 unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved the Initial 
Finding of Suitability application valid through November 16, 2014.  
 

11. Application for Approval of Initial Tribal-State Compact Gaming Resource Supplier 
Finding of Suitability (Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact, section 6.4.5): 
IGT:    Paget Alves, Independent Director 

    Vincent Sadusky, Independent Director 
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Action:  
Upon motion of Chairman Lopes, seconded by Commissioner Conklin and  
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved the 
Initial Finding of Suitability applications for Paget Alves and Vincent Sadusky as 
Gaming Resource Supplier principals of IGT valid through April 30, 2015. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS: 

 
12. Applications for Approval of Renewal Key Employee Portable Personal License 

(Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 19854; CCR Title 4, section 
12351):   
A. Gene Clevenger 
B. Noah Grundvig 
C. Tim Lam 
D. Tony Le 
E. Sylvia Maravillo 

F. Oscar Miranda 
G. Pamela Rosa 
H. Dina Shamoon 
I. Samnang Um 

 
13. Application for Approval of Renewal Work Permit (Pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 19912): 
Empire Sportsmen’s Association:  Nancy Lee 

 
14. Applications for Approval of Renewal of Third Party Providers of Proposition Player 

Services/Gambling Business Supervisor/Player Licenses (Pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code section 19984; CCR, Title 4, sections 12218.8 and 12238): 
Certified Network M, Inc.: 

Players:  Deborah Dade Leonora Faller Agustin Flores 
   Duc Hang  Andy Ho  Sinhoeung Lock  
   Elaine Ong  Bundy Phon  Bunthy Phon 
   Nejdeh Sojanian Tanakorn Tavorniti Mitchell Taylor 
   Wan Wang    

 
15. Applications for Approval of Initial Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Findings of 

Suitability (Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact, section 6.4.4): 
A. Black Oak Casino - Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of the Tuolumne 

Rancheria: 
Ashley Clough 

B. Chicken Ranch Casino - Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians: 
Mary Hartzell 

C. Chukchansi Gold Resort and Casino - Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi 
Indians: 

Vong Lee 
D. Chumash Casino Resort - Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians of the 

Santa Ynez Reservation: 
Karyn Rayburn  Sacha Silverhorn 

E. Fantasy Springs Resort Casino - Cabazon Band of Mission Indians: 
Adrian Casarrubias 
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F. Jackson Rancheria Casino & Hotel - Jackson Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians: 
Brittany Young 

G. Mono Wind Casino - Big Sandy Rancheria Band of Western Mono Indians: 
Donald Londagin 

H. Pechanga Resort & Casino - Pechanga Band of Luiseno Mission Indians of the 
Pechanga Reservation: 

Lolita Ballesteros Michael Mangold 
I. River Rock Casino - Dry Creek Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians: 

Adam Lovato 
J. Spotlight 29 Casino - Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians: 

Patricia Fong 
K. Sycuan Casino and Resort - Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation: 

Alicia Tai 
L. Valley View Casino & Hotel - San Pasqual Band of Diegueno Mission Indians: 

Erick Angulo Moreno  
 

16. Applications for Approval of Renewal Tribal-State Compact Key Employee Findings 
of Suitability (Pursuant to the Tribal-State Gaming Compact, section 6.4.4): 
A. Augustine Casino - Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians: 

   Dennis Moore Guadalupe Ochoa 
B. Barona Resort and Casino - Barona Group of Capitan Grande Band of Mission 

Indians: 
Matthew Buggert Sharon Call     Veronica Cardenas 
Winona Creed William Edwards Jr. Eric Gardiola      
Andrew Guerrero Raymond Juergens David La Chappa Jr. 

     Pearl Mugisha Octavio Nicasio Elizabeth Pendleton 
Shannon Phillips Johnnie Ramirez Justin Ta 

C. Bear River Casino Hotel - Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria: 
Jesse Reeves 

D. Black Oak Casino - Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of the Tuolumne 
Rancheria: 

 Ashlee DeCota 
E. Cache Creek Casino Resort - Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation: 

 Vanessa Azevedo   Priscilla Grace Bagalay Matthew Bingham 
  Ebony Black      MaryCarmen Chacon    Cynthia Crets 
  Jezeca Cuambot Kevin Fung     Sherri Garofalo 
 Michael Geving  Tracy Ha               Justin Harman 
 Ashley Heller  Jason Ihli     Phanat Keo 
   Susan Lua            Maureen McManus    Rogelio Mendoza 
 Sameth Phon                Rudy Presas    Chitra Shrestha 
 Ngoc-Minh To 

F. Chumash Casino Resort - Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians of the 
Santa Ynez Reservation: 

   Jonathan Bobbitt Eduardo Medina-Herrera Joseph Telesmanic Jr. 
G. Jackson Rancheria Casino & Hotel - Jackson Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians: 

  Alexandru Iliescu Neilson Palapal    Michael Zito 
H. Pala Casino Spa Resort - Pala Band of Luiseno Mission Indians of the Pala 

Reservation: 
  Jeffrey Kneezle 
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I. Pechanga Resort & Casino - Pechanga Band of Luiseno Mission Indians of the 
Pechanga Reservation: 

  ReNae Brouillette Connie Makepeace  Christine Partello 
  Alex Rodriguez  Teang Sok   Evelyn Wheelock 
  Colin Wingate 

J. Red Hawk Casino - Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians, Shingle Springs 
Rancheria: 

  Chad Abelein Todd Tomblin 
K. River Rock Casino - Dry Creek Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians: 

  Veronica Casillas Javier Ramirez 
L. Soboba Casino - Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians: 

 John Hicks 
M. Spa Resort Casino - Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians: 

  Joydellyne Balanay Maria Cobos Wipa Fryer 
  Tami Ishihara  Rebecca Kilpatrick  Angela Marsteiner 
  Alwilda McElwain Jerry Park II 

N. Sycuan Casino and Resort - Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation: 
  Romeo Buensuceso, Jr.  Bill Inthamala  Neil Lambert 
   David Penn                      Sherwin Perez 

O. Table Mountain Casino - Table Mountain Rancheria: 
  Adam Cuevas            Michael Redmond  David Segovia Jr. 

P. Tachi Palace Hotel and Casino - Santa Rosa Indian Community: 
      Jennifer Mattson              Rene Quiroz  Henry Sedillo 
   Mai Xiong    Joseph Zarate 

Q.   Thunder Valley Casino Resort - United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn 
Rancheria: 

  John Barber     Kimberly Bradshaw Jarrett Canion 
  Joseph Perry 

R. Viejas Casino and Resort - Viejas Group of Capitan Grande Band of Mission 
Indians of the Viejas Reservation: 

  Guillermo Abasolo           Jasen Birdsall       Yuldeliza Dietrich 
      Paul Murphy            Christopher Nickeson      John Tehan 
   Richie Wallace 

S. Win-River Casino - Redding Rancheria: 
 Kristy Hand 

 
17. Applications for Approval of Initial Interim State License for Bingo Manufacturers and 

Distributors (Pursuant to Penal Code sections 326.3, 326.5, and CCR, Title 4, 
section 12492): 
A. LIF Capital Group, LLC: Steven G. Rockwell, Member 
B. Pacific Gaming, LLC: Steven G. Rockwell, Member 

  



Commission Meeting Minutes of March 6, 2014 

Page 8 of 8 

18. Applications for Approval of Renewal Interim State License for Bingo Manufacturers 
and Distributors (Pursuant to Penal Code sections 326.3, 326.5, and CCR, Title 4, 
section 12492): 
A. LIF Capital Group, LLC: Lee Ira Fried and Nancy Fried Lew 2000 Revocable Trust 

    Lee Ira Fried, Trustee, Beneficiary, Trustor 
    Nancy Fried Lew, Trustee, Beneficiary, Trustor 
    David Fried, Member 
 

B. Pacific Gaming, LLC: Lee Ira Fried and Nancy Fried Lew 2000 Revocable Trust 
    Lee Ira Fried, Trustee, Beneficiary, Trustor 
    Nancy Fried Lew, Trustee, Beneficiary, Trustor 
    David Fried, Member 

 
Action:  
Upon motion of Commissioner Conklin, seconded by Commissioner Hammond and 
unanimously carried in a vote by roll call with Chairman Lopes and Commissioners 
Conklin, Hammond and Schuetz voting yes, the Commission approved Consent 
Calendar items 12 through 18. 
 
CLOSED SESSION: None. 

 
I. Litigation:  (Government Code section 11126(e)): 

A. Pauma Band of Luiseno Mission Indians v. Gambling Control Commission; 
and Arnold Schwarzenegger, U.S. Dist Court S. D. California (09 CV01955 
LAB AJB) 

B. San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians v. State of California, et al., Los 
Angeles County Superior Court (BC431469) 

C. Bingo Innovations of California, Inc. v. California Gambling Control 
Commission, Sacramento County Superior Court (34-2012-80001139) 

D. Yavapai Apache Nation v. Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel, the State of 
California, and the California Gambling Control Commission, Sacramento 
County Superior Court (34-2012-001199727) 

E. Robert Saucier, et al. v. California Gambling Control Commission, 
Sacramento County Superior Court (34-2013-80001594) 

F. Stand Up For California, et al. v. State of California, et al., Madera County 
Superior Court 
(MCV062850)   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Reverend James Butler 
Nate DeValle, Bureau of Gambling Control 
Terri Sue Canale, Office of Problem Gambling 
Stacey Luna-Baxter, Bureau of Gambling Control  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Chairman Lopes adjourned the Commission Meeting at 11:03 AM. 


